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in his check surcoat, and a fragment of this coat
soaked with blood the Queen sent to her husband
in   France,   with   a   heartless   gibe   at   his   dead
brother-in-law.    We   are   told  that  in   another  of
her letters first giving the news of Flodden, and
referring to Henry's capture of the Duke of Lon-
gueville at  Therouenne,  she  vaingloriously   com-
pared  her victory  with  his.1      "It   was  no  great
thing for one armed man to take another, but she
was sending three captured by   a woman ;   if  he
(Henry) sent her a captive Duke she would send
him   a   prisoner   king."      For   a  wife   and   locum
tenens  to  write   thus in such   circumstances  to a
supremely  vain   man   like   Henry,   whose  martial
ambition was   still unassuaged,  was  to   invite his
jealousy   and   dislike.      His   people   saw,   as   he
with all his  boastfulness cannot fail to have done,
that   Flodden   was   the  real  English victory,   not
Therouenne, and that  Katharine and Surrey, not
Henry,   were   the heroes.     Such  knowledge   was
gall and wormwood to  the King;   and especially
when the smoke of battle had  blown  away, and
he  saw  how he  had been  "sold" by his  wife's
relations,  who  kept the fruit of victory whilst he
was put off with the shell.
From that time Katharine's influence over her
husband weakened, though with occasional inter-
mission, and he looked for guidance to a subtler
mind than hers. With Henry to France had gone
Thomas Wolsey, one of the clergy of the royal
chapel, recently appointed almoner by the patron-
age of Fox, Bishop of Winchester, Henry's lead-
ing councillor in foreign affairs. The English
1  Venetian Calendar, vol. 2, 7th October 1513.